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NEWS FROM THE NORTH – LMCOA SPRING 2026 

GREETINGS FROM THE PRESIDENT  

Dear Members, 

Welcome to spring 2026 — a bit soggy to start, but 

nothing we can’t handle together with the strength of our 

local community. We hope you enjoyed a wonderful 

winter, wherever the road, trail, shoreline, or airways may 

have taken you. 

Whether you live on Lake Matinenda year-round or eagerly 

await your seasonal return, this lake is something we all share. Over the fall 

and winter months, your LMCOA Board has been working on your behalf, and 

we hope this newsletter helps keep you informed, engaged, and connected. 

If you have any questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to reach out to us 

at LMCOAContactUs@gmail.com. 

Below are a few highlights showing how the Board continues to connect, 

collaborate, and communicate while advancing our key Matinenda priorities.

 

BOARD UPDATES & HIGHLIGHTS 

   Annual General Meeting (AGM) 

Planning is underway for our AGM on Saturday, July 25, 2026. Following last year’s well-received boating safety 

session, this year’s focus will be emergency preparedness, with special attention to the realities of a boat-access-only 

lake. We hope you’ll be able to join us. 

   FOCA Membership 

Board members participated in fall and winter FOCA sessions, bringing valuable information back to the lake. A key 

focus this year has been invasive species. We’ve shared learning resources to help members identify risks and protect 

Matinenda, with more information to come throughout the year. 

   Membership Growth 

Over half of Matinenda cottagers are now members of the association. Every voice matters — and the stronger our 

membership, the stronger our collective voice. Thank you for your continued support. 

   Welcome Package for New Members 

We offer a welcome package for new cottage owners that provides helpful guidance and lake-specific information. If 

you’d like a copy, please let us know — long-time owners may also find it useful. 

   Encouraging Others to Join 

We encourage members to talk with neighbours and friends on the lake. If they’re not yet part of the association, 

please feel free to share what we do. We’re always happy to answer questions or welcome new members. 
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NEWS FROM THE NORTH – LMCOA SPRING 2026 

GREETINGS FROM THE PRESIDENT con’t 

 

COMMUNITY & ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP 
 

   Community Connections 

We continue to engage with key organizations serving Matinenda, including the Town of Blind River, MNR, MECP, 

FOCA, Ontario Provincial Parks, FireSmart Canada, and Wind Concerns Ontario. These relationships allow us to 

represent your interests and advocate for shared priorities. 

   Landing and Parking Upgrades 

Work continues with the Town of Blind River to improve the landing and parking area, including brush cleanup and a 

new boat launch sign with safe launching and parking guidance. We are also exploring options to better guide car and 

trailer parking for visitors and new cottagers. 

   Environmental Insights 

The Board is closely monitoring wind turbine activity and hydro expansion, including recent Hydro One upgrades north 

of the lake, and will share updates as information becomes available. 

We’ve also participated in invasive species training and continue sharing key prevention information through Facebook. 

Following algae observed last fall, we will keep monitoring lake conditions and coordinate with MECP if blooms occur. 

MECP guidance on pesticide use near lakes will also continue to be shared. 

Additionally, five locations on Lake Matinenda are included in a provincial water quality study. Through this program, 

cottagers can submit water samples for free analysis and receive results directly. We’ll continue to follow this initiative 

and share insights. 

   Partnership with MNR 

We met with the Ministry of Natural Resources in the fall and again in mid-April. Discussions included fire safety, 

invasive species, water quality, hydro activity, lake levels, and regional flooding concerns. We will continue working 

collaboratively to represent member interests. 

 

PROGRAMS, FUNDING & COMMUNICATION 

   Corporate Sponsorship Program 

We are pleased to continue our Corporate Sponsorship Program. Home Hardware (Blind River) and ECN Capital 

supported the 2025/26 season, contributing the equivalent of approximately 40 memberships. 

For the 2026/27 season, ECN Capital has rejoined and MJM Services has come on as a sponsor. We’ll share more details 

as the program develops. Thank you to our sponsors for their generous support. 

   FireSmart Program 

Entering its third season, the FireSmart program continues to support wildfire prevention efforts and has contributed 

$500 toward lunches for the FireSmart Workday and AGM. 
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   E-Transfer Payments 

E-transfer remains available to simplify payment of the annual $20 association fee (one thing that hasn’t increased!). 

Please reach out if you have any questions. 

   Communication Channels 

We continue to share information through our website (Matinenda.ca), Facebook page, and email. In the months 

ahead, we’re also planning to feature cottage and lake history stories. 

Behind the scenes, Board records are being organized into a shared drive to support future Board continuity — thank 

you to Pete Annable for leading this work. 

   Welcome House 

A reminder that the Welcome House has been updated. The right-hand side (when facing it) is available for information 

sharing by cottage owners and local suppliers. We’ll continue promoting it as a central spot for community updates. 

 

LOOKING AHEAD 

Please mark your calendar for our AGM on Saturday, July 25, 2026. If you have ideas, suggestions, or requests, we’d 

love to hear from you. 

Thank you for all you do to keep Lake Matinenda beautiful, connected, and thriving. We look forward to seeing you this 

summer. 

Stay well and safe, 

Ann Marie 

President, LMCOA 

  

LMCOA 2025-26 BOARD 

President:  Ann Marie Sullivan 

Vice President: Jennifer Gerard 

Treasurer: June Barnes-Krupka 

Secretary:  Judy Hagen DiMarco  

Directors:  Gary McLeod, Peter Annable 

John Menard, Kim Wierstra and  

Claudette Trudeau (Newsletter) 
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TREASURER’S UPDATE     by June Barnes-Krupka, Treasurer 

We had a successful year thanks to the continued support of our members, generous 

donations, and sponsorships. We finished the year with a surplus of $1,176 after covering 

expenses related to FOCA, liability insurance, the welcome sign, website fee and the AGM. 

In 2025, 112 cottage owners paid their dues, which represents a slight decrease from 2024. 

For 2026, we currently have 46 paid members, which is a strong start to the year. Thank you 

to everyone for your ongoing support. Membership dues can be paid by cheque, cash, 

e‑transfer, or at the AGM. We hope to see you this summer! 
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TREASURER’S UPDATE con’t 
     

 
Again, thank you for your continued support.  
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  LMCOA ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP DUES 

Welcome to the Lake Matinenda Cottage Owners 

Association Inc (LMCOA) dues form. We have two types of 

membership in LMCOA. The first type is Full, and the 

second type is Associate. Each type is very valued by the 

association and the broader membership community. To 

be a member of either group, in good standing order, the 

member must have paid the annual $20.00 membership 

dues. Please review below for further membership details. 

If you have any questions, please reach out to us at 

LMCOAContactUs@gmail.com. 

Full Member: Each cottage lot on Lake Matinenda with 
one or more cottages situated on the lot is considered one 
full member and entitled to one vote on matters 
pertaining to the business and operations of the 
Association. Only private owners are entitled to 
membership, and no incorporated business may be a 
member. The voting right of this member may be 
delegated by proxy, to another member in good standing.  

Associate Member: Is available to other cottage owners 

on Lake Matinenda and adjoining lake property owners 

with a vested interest in the affairs of the Lake who wish 

to attend, and be heard, at membership meetings. An 

Associate member does not have voting privileges.  

DIRECTORY: Canadian privacy laws restrict sharing of an 
individual's information. Only the board will retain this 
information. If you do not want to be on a distribution list, 
please notify the board treasurer. 
 
PAYMENT OPTIONS:   

A) Make cheque payable to: ‘Lake Matinenda Cottage 

Owners Association’ or ‘LMCOA’ and please mail 

completed Dues Form with your cheque payment to: 

MAIL TO:  LMCOA, P.O. BOX 772,  

BLIND RIVER, ON, P0R 1B0 

B) E-transfer: LMCOAContactUs@gmail.com  

C) Cash: provide directly to board members 

EMAIL TO: LMCOAContactUs@gmail.com  

Receipt will be provided only for e-transfers and cash. 

Please attach the completed Dues form. 

LMCOA ANNUAL 

MEMBERSHIP DUES FORM 

    MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION                                                                              

 

YEAR 20____             

 

Member Name: __________________________ 

Email Address: ___________________________ 

 

Member Name: __________________________ 

Email Address: ___________________________ 

 

MAILING ADDRESS: 

______________________________________ 

Street / Box # / RR  

 

_______________________________________ 

City/Town   Province/State 

 

_______________________________________ 

Country   Postal Code/Zip Code 

 

Phone Number: (____) ___________________ 

Cell Phone Number: (_____) ______________ 

 

COTTAGE LOCATION: 

Name of Bay:  ____________________________ 

Lot #s: _______________________________ 

CB Handle: _______________________________ 

mailto:LMCOAContactUs@gmail.com
mailto:LMCOAContactUs@gmail.com
mailto:LMCOAContactUs@gmail.com
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NEW GARBAGE BIN KEY (from Blind River letter)  

The Town of Blind River has heard your concerns in regard to the ongoing mess and unauthorized dumping 

at the rural waste collection bins. In order to prevent unauthorized dumping and ensure fair use by eligible 

residents we will be implementing a new initiative. 

 

Starting February 2nd, 2026, all common collection bins located in rural areas will be secured with locking 

mechanisms. Only residents whose properties are serviced by these bins will receive a key to access the 

bins. This new program is in an effort to keep this area clean, welcoming and safe for humans and wildlife. 

 

Why Are We Doing This? 

• To prevent illegal dumping by unauthorized users. 

• To ensure bins are available for the residents serviced by each location.  

• To reduce the costs of excess waste handling and clean up being unfairly absorbed by local taxpayers. 

 

What This Means for You  

• You will receive one key per eligible property at no charge. 

• Keys will be made available for pickup upon your return. 

• Please store your key securely and do not duplicate or share it with unauthorized users 

 

Key Distribution Options 

Pick Up: Keys will be available at 11 Hudson St. from 10 am to 4 pm on weekdays. 

Mailing: Keys can be mailed to your address on file. If you prefer this option, please update your mailing 

address by contacting the Town at :  Email: info@blindriver.ca   OR   Phone: 705-356-2251 ext. 201 

 

 

 

 

PARKING LOT SIGN UPDATE  
by Kim Wierstra, June Barnes-Krupka and Claudette Trudeau 
 

The LMCOA board has listened to members’ concerns regarding the 

landing and parking lot areas. We designed two signs and reviewed 

them with the Town. At this stage, we are moving forward with a boat 

launch/etiquette sign to be installed at the launch. It will incorporate 

wording from the current welcome sign but will be simpler, more 

visible, and easier to follow. We will continue to explore options for 

parking lot flow signage and share updates as they develop. We thank 

you for your feedback as we work to continually improve. 

mailto:info@blindriver.ca


 

8 
Lake Matinenda Cottage Owners Association • PO Box 772 • Blind River, Ontario P0R 1B0 • www.matinenda.ca 

 

NEWS FROM THE NORTH – LMCOA SPRING 2026 

  

INDUSTRIAL WIND TURBINE DEVELOPMENT  
by Jennifer Gerard, Ann Marie Sullivan and Gary McLeod 
 

In August 2025, the LMCOA board became aware of an industrial wind turbine development planned at the north end 

of Lake Matinenda. 

First Light Energy was preparing to submit an application to Ontario’s IESO (Independent Electricity System Operation) 

to install 37 wind turbines in the area between Baker’s Bay, Moon Bay and Elliot Lake.  These large wind turbines would 

be set up on the height of land, each of them slightly less than half of the height of Inco’s super stack in Sudbury.  32 

square kilometres of land would have been clear cut to make room for this development. 

You shared your concerns and we responded as quickly as possible with the little information we had.  In the words of 

our LMCOA President, learning about the scope and impact of this project was “like drinking water from a fire hose”! 

 

Our action steps: 

• Shared information with you as it became available 

• Contacted First Light Energy and convinced them to set up an additional public information for our membership 

and other interested parties 

• Reached out to every business, interest group, association and area politician possible 

• Met with MPP Bill Rosenberg and Parliamentary Assistant Robin Horwath 

• Connected with the Town of Blind River and City of Elliot Lake 

 

Ultimately, First Light Energy withdrew their application.  That said, Ontario’s IESO approved 14 wind and solar 

developments in Ontario last fall, as part of the mandate to increase electricity supply.  In this district, 2 submissions 

were approved. We are aware that at least 3 more rounds of applications are planned for the future. 

 

The LMCOA board is preparing for the possibility that this initiative may resurface. We will do our best to keep you 

informed and will also be seeking your input.  Many thanks to all of you for your support. 

MATINENDA STEERING TEAM UPDATE by Jennifer Gerard and Ann Marie Sullivan 
The following provides an update from the Town of Blind River regarding Short Term Rental 

program, parking lot clean up and day parking signage.  Please review for awareness. 

A friendly reminder that The Short-Term Rental Program is in place.  If you are operating a 

STR from your cottage, please ensure you are registered and compliant. 

Information can be found here: https://www.blindriver.ca/town-hall/municipal-accommodation-tax-short-term-

rentals/  

Municipal Staff have removed all sucker growth and shrubs from the partition guard rail in 

the main parking lot. 

Additional Day Dock Parking plaques were ordered this winter and will be installed on the 

day-use sections to help avoid confusion this summer.  

 

https://www.blindriver.ca/town-hall/municipal-accommodation-tax-short-term-rentals/
https://www.blindriver.ca/town-hall/municipal-accommodation-tax-short-term-rentals/
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HYDRO ONE NORTH EAST POWER LINE EXPANSION PROJECT  

by Jennifer Gerard, Ann Marie Sullivan and Gary McLeod 
 

On March 5, 2026 the LMCOA Board sent an email to all association members regarding the expansion of the 

Hydro One transmission line north of the lake. Please refer to that email if you would like additional 

information about the project, which is intended to increase energy capacity for the region. 

The chart below shows the proposed location of the new power lines, adjacent to the existing corridor, as well 

as the anticipated project start dates.  
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FIRESMART GRANT RECEIVED by Jennifer Gerard and Judy DiMarco 

The LMCOA Board is pleased to inform our members that we have received a grant from FireSmart Canada to 

continue our educational program regarding Wildfire Prevention.  We have invited an expert from FireSmart 

Canada to guide a work project that creates a 1.5-meter non-combustible fire zone around a cottage to be 

selected by the LMCOA Board.  The clean-up will involve walk-around assessments of all three ignition zones and 

ands on work focusing on the zone closest to structures.  Cottage Owners are invited to participate in the clean-

up and learn best practices that will be transferable to their own properties. Our Wildfire Prevention Day project 

will take place on Saturday, July 11, 2026. We are looking for one member cottage to serve as the host and 

project site, where our expert will walk through FireSmart best practices and guide volunteers in completing real 

mitigation work.  We welcome interest from any member whose property: 

• Has typical vegetation and layout for our area 

• Would benefit from FireSmart zone improvements 

• Can accommodate an outdoor work group for a half day session 

• Is available and will be present at the property on July 11, 2026 

 

If you are interested in having your property considered please email your name, property location on the lake, a 

brief description of your lot (trees, slope, outbuildings, etc.) and concerns you have regarding the property’s 

vulnerability to wildfire to LMCOAContactUs@gmail.com by June 5. This is a great chance to improve your 

cottage’s wildfire resilience and support our community’s safety. 

 

MNR (ONTARIO MINISTRY OF NATURAL RESOURCES) UPDATE  
The following provides an update from the Ministry of Natural Resources (MNR).  

 

The MNR is currently very busy managing flooding conditions across the district. LMCOA did receive a 

response regarding concerns about water levels being too high following the ice and snow melt. They also 

shared links to emergency flood information and preparedness resources. We hope you find this update 

helpful. 

MNR update regarding water levels: 

Thank you for your email, we appreciate that people are concerned about water levels.  We are currently 

experiencing flood conditions across the district. 

We have flood conditions down stream of the Matinenda Lake dam at Blind River, Scarfe and Chiblow Lake. 

We are working with NSPG and the town of Blind River to manage this situation.  Hopefully this colder 

weather will buy us some time. But as you said there is still a lot of snow to melt in the area watersheds. 

Cottage owners can expect flood conditions until the snow pack has dissipated. 

Emergency preparedness and flood information: 

For information on being prepared for an emergency, please visit Ontario’s emergency preparedness page.  

Be prepared for an emergency | ontario.ca.   

To stay up to date on current flood conditions, please refer to the Flood Forecasting and Warning Program.  

Flood Forecasting and Warning Program 

 

For resources such as sandbags, residents should contact the Town of Blind River. 

https://www.ontario.ca/page/be-prepared-emergency
https://www.lioapplications.lrc.gov.on.ca/webapps/swmc/flood-forecasting-and-warning-program/
https://www.blindriver.ca/town-hall/contact-us/
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Over the last few months, we have shared 

information about invasive species and 

their potential impact on our 

environment. If you would like to learn 

more, the Invasive Species Centre offers a 

number of webinars. Please use the link 

below to select any topics of interest. We 

are continuing to confirm our highest-risk 

areas, and in the meantime these 

webinars offer helpful information.  

Invasive Species Centre collaborates with 

experts in the field of invasive species 

management, prevention, and monitoring 

on different topics each month.  

Visit their webinar page 

  

FEDERATION OF ONTARIO COTTAGERS’ ASSOCIATION 

(FOCA) UPDATE by Ann Marie Sullivan  

FOCA represents approximately 250,000 residential waterfront properties in Ontario, 15,000 kilometres of shoreline 

stewarded by private owners, and 50,000 hectares of waterfront land, including our association. 

This year, we participated in FOCA’s fall and spring meetings, and we regularly reach out to them for questions, 

guidance, and support. Most recently, we contacted them for information about wind turbines, and we are now 

working with them on water quality and invasive species resources. 

FOCA also provides valuable information on lake partnership planning, “Get the Lead Out” initiatives for fishing to help 

protect the environment and wildlife (including our treasured loons), shoreline naturalization, and other waterfront 

stewardship topics. We have attached links to this information below. 

If you have any questions, please let us know. 

Loons and Lead Fishing Tackle Fact Sheet - May 18 2025 

Managing Rising Risks: Climate-Resilient Shorelines for Canada - Intact Centre on Climate Adaptation 

 

 

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001PMLYy24426upP8YupZttBMYSRcLcbNrDx4Bcjie1_d_BLr0YEn8S3Ih_yaSlUCGqipOMtmkayn-jLH02pDmpe84RYGfnJU9eS3ZU9MsXYpryT17K4j-oF84tvtX35hg0r1a7OCaDcpffgw3IuOOQXSfbgoM-9-oAk6i74Fjl5t1o7wmEbMJPMmzfPBKwkWMI%26c%3DQRYN71aJ6FZW1cnHQM8DqG3oCUNGdoM_P5RdxPmAbKxc1UwFKeeOXw%3D%3D%26ch%3D3tj_YYLr8wWtjkgTEkBK_Ac11J4b9XJ9I3xFUNQyrCb6vRd7INnK9w%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Cclaudette.trudeau%40NRCan-RNCan.gc.ca%7C8e4e8477257c4fb6b58d08dc37b72746%7C05c95b3390ca49d5b644288b930b912b%7C0%7C0%7C638446507007950223%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=JIPjhwm29nHOTCVBphphFRSObeiv66lmCfxQNTvwfDY%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffoca.on.ca%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2026%2F03%2FLoons-and-Lead-Fishing-Tackle-Fact-Sheet-May-18-2025.pdf&data=05%7C02%7Cclaudette.trudeau%40nrcan-rncan.gc.ca%7C9bf14cbb439d44f547c308dea3280617%7C05c95b3390ca49d5b644288b930b912b%7C0%7C0%7C639127589597145379%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=1O12f07l5g0gS7AflXy%2FIIGhgGaUjietr8xTMkuLDRY%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.intactcentreclimateadaptation.ca%2Frecent-reports%2Fclimate-resilient-shorelines%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cclaudette.trudeau%40nrcan-rncan.gc.ca%7C9bf14cbb439d44f547c308dea3280617%7C05c95b3390ca49d5b644288b930b912b%7C0%7C0%7C639127589597176185%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=vptpy0eYX5vigFddUxiYd%2BlZXKEeBEmPEsH5QlQHTDg%3D&reserved=0
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CORPORATE SPONSORSHIPS by Judy DiMarco and Ann Marie Sullivan 

 

The LMCOA Board is continuing its effort to gain sponsorships from local businesses. Funds would be used to 
support Association activities.  
 
Two options are offered: 

• BASIC:  A business card sized ad in our newsletters/table at AGM for an annual cost of $250. 
 

• SELECT:  A quarter page ad in our newsletters/table at AGM, an ad emails to members for an annual 
cost of $500. 

 
If you have a recommendation for a local business that might be interested in sponsoring our association, 
please email the LMCOA Board at LMCOAcontactus@gmail.com  
 

Thank You 
to our Sponsors 


