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This winter the lake froze well. Many of our
members enjoyed ice fishing, snowmobiling and
gatherings during the winter season which was
awesome. Now we are excited to move into
the spring and summer seasons.

Through the fall and winter your LMCOA Board

» MATINENDA STEERING TEAM .
has been working on your behalf. We hope
» NEW PARKING LOT SIGNAGE . . .
this newsletter provides a helpful update. If you have any questions
> MATINENDA DAM MNR UPDATE .
or concerns, please reach out to us at LMCOAcontactus@gmail.com
> ALERT: DOGS RETURN TO USA
» FIRE SAFETY UPDATE Our update includes how the board has been Connecting,
» IN MEMORIAM Collaborating and Communicating as we focused on our key
» FOCA - DID YOU KNOW? Matinenda priorities:
>

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSOR CONNECTING

v" We have developed material that helps all association members create an account with FOCA
(Federation of Ontario Cottagers) to find information, register for seminars, and access their benefits.

v’ Last year we had over 60% of cottagers represented on the association and we hope to increase that in
the year to come. The more membership we have the stronger our voice is.

O We ask all our members to talk with your neighbours and friends on the lake and if they aren't part of
our association, please share what we do. We’d be happy for them to join. They can also reach out to
us at LMCOAcontactus@gmail.com if they'd like to ask any questions. We have a package that
explains the membership that we’d be happy to share.

COLLABORATING

v' We continued to engage with organizations that bring services to us, as cottagers, on Matinenda. We
linked up with the Town of Blind River, Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources, Federation of Ontario
Cottagers' Association (FOCA) and FireSmart Canada. When we meet with these organizations, we
share the voice of the association (all of you) and work to deliver key priority items.

v' We are working with the Town of Blind River to upgrade the parking lot and landing signage. We’ve
installed our new garbage sign providing additional guidance. We are working on a new welcome
sign, which will align with the standard of other parks and provide key information relevant for
Matinenda.
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GREETINGS FROM THE PRESIDENT continued

v" Working with the Town of Blind River we shared the need to clear the parking lot of brush/small trees
that had encroached on the area. During May the Town will clear up the parking lot which will help

with the summer season access.

v' With FOCA’s connection we completed our bylaws and articles of incorporation. They are now
updated and will guide the association for years to come following the Ontario Not for Profit Act.

v" We met with the Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources (MNR) and going forward, we plan to meet
with them twice a year. We shared concerns about water levels, and they will work with us to help
manage healthy lake levels. Please reference in this newsletter MNR’s communication for us about

the Matinenda dam.

v' We are continuing to run our Corporate Sponsorship program. Home Hardware in Blind River donated
for the 2024 season. For 2025 we are pleased to share that both ECN Capital and Home Hardware will

sponsor our association — great news!

v" The FireSmart program has been confirmed for 2025. Please watch for further information to increase
your knowledge and readiness in the case of fire. Fires don't know borders so anything we can do to

not start a fire keeps not only us, but the entire area safer.

COMMUNICATING

v" The etransfer process has simplified joining the association for $20 and we still offer the mail in

option. Let us know if you have any questions about this.

We continue to use our Facebook group and Matinenda.ca website to share information.

v" Please remember that the Welcome House was updated during the spring of 2024. Half of the board
can be used for information sharing from anyone including cottage owners, local suppliers, things for
sale, etc. We will continue this process into the future, so we all know that we have a place for go for

sharing.

We are looking forward to this year’s AGM and we hope you can make it on July 26™", 2025. We have a boat
safety program that will immediately follow the formal AGM to share key information to keep you, your family

and fellow lake users safe.

We will continue to work on your behalf, and we hope that you find our
newsletter informative. If you'd like to discuss any of these items, or if
something comes up that you need to talk about, again please reach out
to the board through LMCOAContactUs@gmail.com. Thank you for what
you each do to keep Matinenda beautiful and thriving. I’'m looking
forward to seeing you on the lake!

Stay well and safe,

Ann Marie
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LOCATION: Matine

FREE BOATING SAFETY DEMONSTRATION by John Menard

Immediately following this year’s annual general meeting, the LMCOA is pleased to announce
we will be hosting a boating safety demonstration and interactive exercise. This event will be
led by Thomas Tietjen (MacDonald’s Bay), who brings decades of experience as a former
member of the Canadian Sail and Power Squadron.

The event will begin with an important boating safety presentation and will include handouts,
giveaways, and an opportunity for members to have their boat inspected to ensure it has all the
necessary equipment to comply with boating regulations and to stay safe.

Thomas will be available to answer questions about what to do in an emergency, how to best
prepare for boating for all seasons, and to offer some tips on boating navigation and boating
etiquette on the lake. Based on the response during the AGM, we may have another
opportunity later in the summer to repeat inspections and to offer some additional tips and
demonstrations on boating safety.
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LMCOA ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP DUES

Welcome to the Lake Matinenda Cottage Owners
Association Inc (LMCOA) dues form. We have two types of
membership in LMCOA. The first type is Full, and the
second type is Associate. Each type is very valued by the
association and the broader membership community. To
be a member of either group, in good standing order, the
member must have paid the annual $20.00 membership
dues. Please review below for further membership details.
If you have any questions, please reach out to us at
LMCOAContactUs@gmail.com.

Full Member: Each cottage lot on Lake Matinenda with
one or more cottages situated on the lot is considered one
full member and entitled to one vote on matters
pertaining to the business and operations of the
Association. Only private owners are entitled to
membership, and no incorporated business may be a
member. The voting right of this member may be
delegated by proxy, to another member in good standing.

Associate Member: Is available to other cottage owners
on Lake Matinenda and adjoining lake property owners
with a vested interest in the affairs of the Lake who wish
to attend, and be heard, at membership meetings. An
Associate member does not have voting privileges.
DIRECTORY: Canadian privacy laws restrict sharing of an
individual's information. Only the board will retain this
information. If you do not want to be on a distribution list,
please notify the board treasurer.

PAYMENT OPTIONS:

A) Make cheque payable to: ‘Lake Matinenda Cottage
Owners Association’ or ‘LMCOA’ and please mail
completed Dues Form with your cheque payment to:
MAILTO: LMCOA, P.0. BOX 772,

BLIND RIVER, ON, POR 1BO
B) E-transfer: LMCOAContactUs@gmail.com

C) Cash: provide directly to board members

EMAIL TO: LMCOAContactUs@gmail.com

Receipt will be provided only for e-transfers and cash.
Please attach the completed Dues form.

LMCOA ANNUAL
MEMBERSHIP DUES FORM

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION

YEAR 20

Member Name:

Email Address:

Member Name:

Email Address:
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MAILING ADDRESS:

Street / Box #/ RR

City/Town Province/State

Country Postal Code/Zip Code

Phone Number: (

Cell Phone Number: (

COTTAGE LOCATION:

Name of Bay:

Lot #s:

CB Handle:

Lake Matinenda Cottage Owners Association ® PO Box 772 ¢ Blind River, Ontario POR 1B0O ® www.matinenda.ca


mailto:LMCOAContactUs@gmail.com
mailto:LMCOAContactUs@gmail.com
mailto:LMCOAContactUs@gmail.com

MESSAGE FROM TOWN OF BLIND RIVER

Blind River The Toyvn of Blind River is excited
to see its cottagers back on Lake
Matinenda. We appreciate your patience while the
landing has been a work-in-progress for several years.

“Council would like to thank
every single person who helped
share our construction notices,
promotes public education, and
continues to advocate for lake
cleanliness and health. We are
proud of the work that’s been
accomplished and sincerely hope
that everyone enjoys their
summer in 2025!”

Mayor Sally Hagman

The municipality is working diligently on
transformative water and wastewater projects that
will set the community, its visitors, services, and
businesses up for the next century of success. These
projects impact every department, and an all-hands-
on-deck approach is being utilized.

We are especially proud to report that over $20M in grant applications have been submitted
to reduce pressure on residents. Every project, whether $1,000 or $17,000,000 is important
and benefits Blind River’'s momentum. We would like to highlight that both Blind River’s
Visitor’s Centre and Marine Park (combination marina, museum, art gallery, tent camping, gift
shop) have been noted as a best-practice models and will soon be featured as a guide for
other communities to mimic. While resources are focused on water and wastewater, Town
Staff have regularly liaised with LMCOA Board Members to ensure that initiatives continue.
We will be working together on a sign for the main parking lot, assisting with marketing
LMCOA gatherings and training initiatives, as well as posting signage that aims to reduce the
spread of invasive species. For those interested in pickleball and tennis, new programming is
launching at the end of May. Please keep monitoring this website for league, public, and
drop-in times: https://www.blindriver.ca/recreation-parks-and-culture/facility-
rentals/pickleball-and-tennis/

We encourage cottagers to follow The Town of Blind River on Facebook and
experience_blind_river on Instagram for live updates. Additionally, cottagers can subscribe to
Blind River’s FREE weekly e-newsletter by emailing info@blindriver.ca with a simple message
“please add me to the weekly newsletter mailing list”. During the off season when cottagers
scatter, this is a great way to stay connected to our wonderful rural community.
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MATINENDA STEERING TEAM UPDATE

by Jennifer Gerard and Ann Marie Sullivan

We continue to meet with the Town of Blind River a minimum of two times per year. This
allows us to plan and reflect on the actions taken through the year. Reflecting on 2024 we
thanked the Town for their efforts in installing our new docks. We shared that the cottagers
are extremely appreciative and enjoying the new safer docks. The maintenance of the dock
anchor lines will be managed through the town. We continue to use the town issue portal for
any concerns we may have: form.foreaction.cloud/submit/town-of-blind-river

We also shared our FireSmart program results for 2024 and plans for 2025. We will continue
to integrate this program with the town to ensure we share and expand the FireSmart
learnings to keep as many people aware and safe as possible.

We have been in communication with the Town and the MNR regarding brush and small trees
encroaching on the parking lot. We are pleased to report that the Town cleared and brushed
a few feet along the edges of the parking lot, and along the fence in the middle of the parking
lot. This was their first effort, and they will re-assess again this fall to determine what
additional work needs to be done. This is a significant improvement to the parking area, and is
the direct result of communication among cottage owners, our board, the Town of Blind River
and the MNR. Thank you for your part in this, your input makes a huge difference.

NEW PARKING LOT SIGNAGE by Kim Wierstra and Ann Marle Sulllvan

Pickup and pitch in, keep our area clean and safe

This spring we collaborated with the Town of Blind River
to install a new sign at the dumpsters. This sign
identifies what is acceptable and unacceptable for

: : NO DUMPING
disposal in the dumpsters. It also shares how to AP T L

package household garbage and explains what needs to

go to the landfill. We are hoping this information is
clear and protects the area for us all - remember the
Town reserves the right to completely remove the dumpsters if they aren't treated
properly and kept clean.
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NEW PARKING LOT SIGNAGE continued

Clean, drain and dry

— N
CLEAN + DRAIN

Through our relationship with the Federation of Ontario
Cottagers (FOCA) we have 3 clean, drain and dry signs. The
Town will install these signs for us at multiple locations
e reminding us of the importance of properly cleaning, draining
aesssssamn l and drying boats before/after transporting. It is the law to
Egg_ m == i || clean and drain boats. This effort is focused on removing the
e & #= = == || notential spread of invasive species which could severely
contaminate the lake(s).

Welcome to Matinenda

Our current Welcome sign for Matinenda has reached the end of life. We are
working with the town on a new sign. The sign will welcome people in multiple
languages (First Nations, French and English) and it will also provide parking lot
and boat launch etiquette. We are looking forward to this upgrade particularly for
visitors to the lake who are not familiar with the area and protocol.

MATINENDA LAKE DAM by Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources

The Matinenda Lake Dam on the Blind River regulates water levels between Matinenda Lake
and Chiblow Lake, managing a drainage area of 467 km?2. It is one of four dams on the Blind
River, playing a crucial role in the watershed's water level control.

The dam was originally built as a timber structure to control water levels for log-driving
purposes but was last used for that purpose around 1920. The dam was replaced several times
over the years with the current dam being built in 1984.

The dam is owned by the Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources (MNR) and is monitored and
operated by MNR staff from the Sault Ste Marie — Blind River District. MNR staff monitor the
dam, weather, and water levels and operate the dam to maintain water levels in accordance
with the Blind River Water Management Plan. Water levels can be monitored by visiting the
dam or remotely using online electronic gauges. MNR staff also conduct regular inspections of
the dam to ensure it is in safe working order.
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MATINENDA LAKE DAM continued

The dam consists of two 4.25-metre-wide spill bays controlled via
Ontario stoplogs, an overflow section, and short wingwalls extending to
both the left and right banks. Wooden stoplogs are added or
Ministry of Natural Resources ~ removed from the spill bays using overhead gantry cranes to
control the flow of water. The dam raises the natural level of
Matinenda Lake by approximately 1.5m. This improves boater safety and travel opportunities
on the Lake and creates a vast amount of littoral zone in the lake increasing spawning,
nursery, and feeding opportunities for the fish species as well as increasing the overall
productivity of the lake. Operating the dam provides more consistent water levels throughout
the year compared to what would occur in a natural, unmanaged system. Low water years
would be lower and high-water years would be higher without operating the dam. More water
can be passed through the dam during the spring and fall freshets and after major storm
events by removing stoplogs to minimize flooding on Matinenda Lake and water can be held
back other times of the year to maintain higher water levels. In addition to users on
Matinenda Lake, water levels are also managed to consider downstream users, including
hydro generation and to protect ecological values (e.g. fish spawning habitat).
The Matinenda Lake Dam is an essential component in both the region’s infrastructure and its
natural preservation efforts. In conclusion, the Matinenda Lake Dam is much more than just a
> ' e | .\ 4.2 8 | functional structure; itis a
LS < cornerstone of water
management,
environmental
preservation, and
recreational enjoyment in
the area. Through its
careful regulation of water
flow, it reduces the impact
of floods and droughts,
supports local ecosystems,
and contributes to the
area's economic and
ecological well-being as
well as public safety. The MNR ensures that the dam operates in a sustainable and safe
manner, safeguarding both the environment and the community's interests.
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ALERT:BRINGING DOGS INTO THE U.S. FROM CANADA by udy DiMarco

Effective August 2024, there are new rules for bringing dogs into the U.S. from Canada. Although
Canada requires a current rabies certificate for dog entry into the country, the only form the U.S.
now requires for a dog to enter/return to the U.S. is a current CDC Dog Import Form/ receipt. In
addition, the dog must appear healthy upon arrival, be at least 6 months old at time of entry or
return to the U.S., and have a microchip that can be detected with a universal scanner to identify
them. The Dog Import Form is simple to complete, is available in minutes once submitted and is
good for 6 months, so for those of us who cross the border multiple times during the summer, one
form will cover the season. Here is the link to additional information and the Dog Import Form
https://www.cdc.gov/importation/dogs/rabies-free-low-risk-countries.html

FIRE SMART SAFETY by Jennifer Gerard

Fire safety continues to be a priority for our association.
Throughout last year, we shared fire safety resources

“The number one way to prevent forest . . .

fires is to keep grass and undergrowth and information from FireSmart Canada (create

trimmed on your property, especially during | hyperlink) and the Federation of Ontario Cottage

the dry spring weather.” — Brian Alton Associations (create hyperlink). In conjunction with
our AGM, we also hosted a Community Wildfire
Preparedness Day, made possible through a $500 grant from
FireSmart Canada. Brian Alton, Outreach Coordinator for FireSmart
Canada and the MNR, attended the AGM to speak about forest fires
and how to prevent them, and fielded an array of excellent questions
from cottage owners.
The association was successful in procuring the $500 grant from FireSmart
FireSmart again this year. These funds will support a second Canada
Community Wildfire Preparedness Day, which is tentatively planned
for Saturday, July 5 at 10:00 AM. The event will take place at a cottage on Lake Matinenda,
with Brian Alton in attendance to do a FireSmart assessment of the property and buildings.
Coming from his assessment, he will also make fire safety recommendations specific to the
property. All cottage owners are invited to attend, learn from the assessment and
recommendations, and ask questions. Lunch will be provided after the demonstration.
Formal invitations will be sent out the first week of June with complete details! Watch your
email, the cottage association website, and the Facebook group, and remember to RSVP!!
This will be an informative and fun event, and a great way to connect with other cottage
owners.
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THE LMCOA remembers:

Fred Derksen Mervin Farrar
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Linda Hamilton Ray Sholberg Scott Utter

In Memoriam

Fi#H)-C A

Federation of Ontario Cottagers’ Associations

CELEBRATING YEARS

DID YOU KNOW? There are additional perks and benefits of joining LMCOA!

By way of becoming a member of Lake Matinenda Cottage Owner’s Association
(LMCOA), you automatically become an associate member of the Federation of
Ontario Cottager’s Association (FOCA).

WHO IS FOCA? FOCA is the voice of the Ontario waterfront. FOCA speaks to, and
on behalf of, the 250,000 waterfront property owners (WPO) who live at the
water, either seasonally or year-round. Our members are 525 lake & road
associations in rural communities across the province. Since 1963, FOCA has been
the voice of the Ontario waterfront. Our united voice carries weight on issues that
matter. Vision is thriving and sustainable waterfronts across Ontario, now and for
future generations.

BENEFITS & OFFERS FOR MEMBER ASSOCIATION FAMILIES:

o Special Member pricing to attend FOCA events. Pay the discounted
member price to register for FOCA events, or attend for free (e.g., Cottage
Succession Planning Seminars)

o CottageFirst: the first group program dedicated to cottagers, exclusively
available to FOCA members. Get great coverage on your cottage, home, car &
more. Contact Cade Associates Insurance Brokers: 1-844-CADE-1ST or visit
www.cottagefirst.com for a no obligation quote.

o And others!

Join LMCOA today to gain access to the vast information, passionate advocacy,
and fringe benefits FOCA. We look forward to meeting you and sharing our
common love of Lake Matinenda.

Please use the link below to create your own Username (many people use
their email address for this) and Password (known only to you), as a “Sub
Account” of our association: Register now at

Member Association - FOCA

This link is unique to LMCOA. Once logged in, you will be able to access your
FOCA member benefits, past newsletters, video recordings of past events, and
other members-only materials on the FOCA website. If you experience any
technical difficulties, please reach out to FOCA for assistance during business
hours: communications@foca.on.ca or 705-749-3622.

CORPORATE SPONSORSHIPS

by Judy DiMarco and Ann Marie
Sullivan

The LMCOA Board offers Corporate
Sponsorships to local businesses. Funds
would be used to support Association
activities.

Two options are offered:

BASIC: A business card sized ad in our
newsletters/table at AGM for an
annual cost of $250.

SELECT: A quarter page ad in our
newsletters/table at AGM, an ad emails
to members for an annual cost of
$500.

If you have a recommendation for a
local business that might be interested
in sponsoring our association, please
email the LMCOA Board at
LMCOAcontactus@gmail.com
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Blind River
-hardware
building centre

Proudly supporting our community
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